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NSC ACTIONS 150S. 2420-2425 


RECORD OF ACTIONS 

by the ■ . '• 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 
at its 
FOUR HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-THIRD MEETING 
held on 
Kay 5. 1961 


(Approved by. the President; on May 16, 1961) 

The President presided at this meeting. The Acting Secretary of the ', 
Treasury and the Director, Bureau of the Budget, participated in tne, 
-ctions b«low. The Attorney General; the Secretary of Health, Educa- 
tion and Welfare; the Acting Chairman. Joint Chiefs of Staff; the Di- 
rector of Sn.rai Intelligence; the.Dir.ctor, U. B. M™******^ 
the Under Secretary of State; the Deputy Secretary of Defense; the Dep- 
uty Under Secretary of State; Theodore C. Achilles, Special Assistant 
to the Secretary of State; Stephen E. Smith. Assistant to Mr. Achilles, 
the Special Counsel to the President; the Special Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs; Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., 
Special Assistant to the President; the Assistant to the Special 
Counsel to the President; the Assistant to the Vice President; the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA); the Adviser to^the President 
for Pata-Kilitaty Affairs; the Military Aide to the President; the 
Deouty Director (Plans), Central Intelligence Agency; the. Acting 
Executive Secretary, NSC; and Bromley Smith, NSC Staff, attended 
the meeting. 


ACTION 

NUMBER 


SU3JECT 


2420. U. S. POLICY T0!?ARD IRAN 


Agreed that a Task Force should be established under the 
Assistant Secretary of State for Near Eastern Affairs to 
prepare and circulate a report on the subject by May 15 
for discus's ion by the Council on May 19. 


y 


2421. U. S. POLICY TOWARD KOREA 


Agreed that a Task Force under the Assistant Secretary of 
State for Far Eastern Affairs should be established to 
prepare and circulate a report on the subject by May 15 
for discussion by the Council on May 19. 


</N 
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AC TIOH 

NUMBER SUBJECT 


2422. U. S. POLICY TOWARD CUBA 

(NSC Action No* 2413-£j Memo for NSC, same*. subject, dated 
May 4, 1961) 

a. Agreed that U. S« policy tox*ard Cuba should aim at 
the downfall of Castro," and that since the measures 
agreed below ate not likely to achieve this end, 
the cstter should be reviewed at intervals with a 
view to further action. 

V 

• ' I 

b. Agreed that the United States should not undertake., 
military intervention in Cuba now, but should do 
nothing that would foreclose the possibility of 
military intervention in the future . 

c. Agreed that the United States should not impose a 
naval blockade or attempt an air war against Cuba; 
It was noted that neither course had the support of 
the Department of Defense or the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff • 

d 9 Noted the importance the President attaches to ob- 
"" taining timely and adequate intelligence as to Cuban 
military capabilities, especially the enhancement of 
such capabilities by Sino-Soviet Bloc military assis- 
* tance, so that U. S. capabilities for possible inter- 
vention may be maintained at an adequate level* 

je. Noted the importance the President attaches to publi- 
~ cation in the Free World press of the terroristic 

action^ of the Castro regime, .and to possible polit- 
ical- action to end the current terror. 

2. Noted the President's direction that the Central 

Intelligence Agency, with other departments, should 
mike a detailed study of possible weaknesses and 
vulnerabilities in the elements which exert control 
in CulJa today. 

£• Agreed that relations with the Revolutionary Council 
should 1 be improved and made more open, and while It 
cannot be recognized as a govcrnment-in-exile, sup- 
port should be given to it insofar as It continues 
to represent substantial Cuban sentiment* 


i 
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A CTION 

KUMBSR SUBJECT 

2422. U. S. POLICY TOWARD CUBA (Continued) 

h. Ag reed that no separate Cuban military force should 
be organized' in the United States, but that Cuban 
nationals would be encouraged to enlist in the U. S. 
armed forces under plans to be developed by the Sec- 
retary of Defense. 

* v v i. Agreed that Cuban nationals now holding U. S. visit- 
' "" ors 1 visas will be given refugee status and assisted',, 
under a program to be developed and directed by the 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, in carry- 
ing on their former occupations. Refugees now in Kiaini 
will be encouraged to locate in other areas. Cuban 
nationals entering the United States will be given 
refugee status. All refugees will be eligible to 
apply for travel privileges, and it was understood 
that they would also be eligible for citizenship. 

j_. Agreed not to impose an immediate trade embargo on 
Cuba. The Secretary of State agreed to send to the 
President an analysis of the effects of a U„ S. em- 
bargo on trade with Cuba in relation to the Battle 
Act. It was agreed that when an embargo is imposed, 
it should be as complete as possible, with certain 
exceptions for Canada and with Red Cross distribution 
of druggs. 

k. Agreed that the United States should at once initiate 
negotiation to enlarge the v?illingness of other Amer- 
ican states to join in bilateral, multilateral and 
OAS arrangements against Ccstro, such as (1) breaking 
diplomatic relations with Cuba; (2) controlling sub- 
versive activities of Cuban agents; (3) preventing 
arms shipments to Castro; (4) limiting economic rela- 
tions with. Cuba; (5) creating a Caribbean security 
force; ; (6) initiating a naval patrol to prevent Cuban 
invasion of other states in the Caribbean; and 
(7). denunciation of Castro as an agent of interna- 
tional cornmunism by all nations of this hemisphere. 
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2422. tl. S. P OLICY TOWARD CUBA (Continued) 

* « • 

1. Agreed that the Alliance For Progress should be 
~ strengthened by such measures as (1) rapid implemen- 
tation of selected social development projects; 
(2) acceleration of the implementation* of other 
Latin American cid; and (3) provision of additional * 
resources for Latin African econoniic and social de- 
velopment, including consideration of .a supplemental 
appropriation for development leans of the order of f 
$200-$400 million. ' 

Agreed that the U. S. Information Agency would ex- 
pand its existing program in Latin America, but not 
initiate electronic warfare against the Castro re- 
gime; means of propaganda should be made available 
to non-U, S, groups. 

n, Agreed that U. S. military officers, under general 
guidance to be prepared by the Department of Statc 3 
would discuss the Castro threat to all Latin America 
with Latin American officers. 

o. Agreed that the Secretary of Srate should prepare a 
report on a possible new juridical basis for effec- 
tive anti-cocmunist action, 

£. Agreed that pending appoint of an Assistant Secretary 
of State for Latin American Affairs, the Task Force 
on Cuba should be continued under the chairmanship of 
Richard H. Goodwin, Assistant to the Special Counsel 
to the' President. 


2423. 




■■•■ -i .%: V,fl*-:* : ;;.r ;t ';. . -.*».-,-. : !'> f " --. ' VJ^^vr^^v J- -,X, y. ■■■ 
..:■■ ■ ■.! '■■ ■■ . ■:'.■;. . ■ - • • ■*.• . ;• . ■ V-V.- :• j- J\X~: "'■ ■•:\-' ••. 

""-,':■' *:'"^v.%-- ' r -\' x V' '■' : >"v ; ^W-''.'-C. . ••- : • ; '. t; . ;^j^.'v:-- 
. ..-'.•..•:• •».: a- *". -•.;-v.-t.. ■•::*'-. -^.^ .•■•- ■• - :.■',- ..' -.'.^y- ;•••••:" 


KSC ACTIONS KOS. 2420-2425 


- 4 - 



act ion 

NUMBER SUBJECT * 

2424. U. S; POLICY TOWARD BRITISH GUIAN A .;. 

Agreed that the Task Force on Cuba would consider what 
can be done in cooperation with the British to forestall 
a communist take-over in that country. 

2425 ♦ .. U. S, POLICY IN MAINLAND SO UT HEAST AS LA, 

a # Noted that efforts should be cade to reassure Sarit 9 
and Dies that we are not abandoning Southeast Asia. 

b. Noted the President's view that Sarit could be told 
that we are considering inclusion of U, S. troops 
in SEATO forces to be stationed in Thailand, the 
timing to be dependent on developments during or 
after the forthcoming 14-nation Geneva Conference. 

c. Noted that the Secretaries of State and Defense would 
be sending recommendations to the President promptly 
on U. 3. training troops in Viet Nam. 
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